South Konkan Education Society’s
Govindram Seksaria Science College (Autonomous), Belagavi
Department of Zoology
Homage to Dr. Madhav Gadgil (Ecologist)
Details of the programme
Title: Homage to Dr. Madhav Gadgil (Ecologist, Padma Bhushan)
Date of event: 08.01.2026
No. of Participants: 43
Highlights of the Programme:

An homage programme was organized in memory of Dr. Madhav Dhananjaya Gadgil (24th
May 1942 — 7t January 2026), a distinguished Indian ecologist renowned for his pioneering
work in biodiversity conservation, community-based environmental management, and
sustainable development. Dr. Gadgil passed away on 7 January 2026 at the age of 83 in
Pune after a brief illness. He was the founder of the Center for Ecological Sciences at the
Indian Institute of Science (lISc), Bengaluru, and served as the Chair of the Western Ghats
Ecology Expert Panel (Gadgil Committee). To honor his remarkable life and legacy, the
Department of Zoology and Botany (UG and PG), Govindram Seksaria Science (Autonomous)
College, Belagavi, organized a tribute programme on 8 January 2026. Prof. S. Y. Prabhu,
Vice-Chairman, SKE Society; Dr. Santosh Jayagoudar, PG Coordinator, Department of
Botany; and Dr. Rutuja Kolte shared their reflections on Dr. Gadgil’s scientific achievements
and people-centric approach to conservation. The programme was attended by about 27
staff members and 16 students and concluded with a collective reaffirmation of
commitment to the ecological values and principles advocated by Dr. Gadgil. The
programme concluded with a moment of silence and followed by meaningful tributes to a
life devoted to science and society.
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We remember Dr. Madhav Gadgil, one of India’s most
influential ecologists and a glebal voice for
community-driven ecology, biodiversity conservation,
and sustainable development. 3
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